
 

 

A NEW ERA DAWNS FOR THE ISLAND LINE 
by John Mitchell 

 
The isolation of the Isle of Wight Railways from the mainland network has always been a challenge to 
the type of trains which can operate on the Island.  A limited loading gauge and physical divide by sea 
makes the transfer of any new rolling stock a challenge.  In steam days, locomotives some rolling stock 
was transported to St. Helen’s Quay via the railway ferry from Langstone Harbour, but more commonly 
to Medina Wharf a short distance upstream on the River Medina from Cowes.  The first two Class 02 
engines were in fact delivered by barge and craned onto Island metals at Ryde Pier Head, a one-time 
only operation. 

More recently, with modernisation in the 1960’s, the Standard Tube Stock arrived on the Island by way 
of the Fishbourne car ferry and driven through Binstead and Ryde to the former St. John’s Road yard 
on the Up side and offloaded from the lorry by winch onto the track.  When replaced in 1989/90 by the 
1938 Tube Stock, the Fishbourne car ferry was once again used but this time, Sandown yard was to be 
where these trains were to be craned off the lorry, having been loaded earlier in Fratton Depot on the 
mainland. 

After some 53 years of tube train operation on the Island, replacement trains have been ordered in the 
form of sub-surface D Stock from the District Line, designated Class 484.  Vivarail have thoroughly 
refurbished these trains, most of the on-line train equipment being new but retaining the original 
aluminium bodies and seating structure.  Third rail traction supply is retained and the power supply on 
the Island will be upgraded early in 2021 before the new trains are scheduled to enter service at the end 
of March. 

The unique events of 2020 have seen the arrival of the replacement trains delayed from an anticipated 
September date.  As the year was drawing towards its final weeks, arrival of the first set 484.001 was 
eagerly anticipated.  The sets had been refurbished at Vivarail’s Long Marston depot in Warwickshire.  
The plan, which had been formulated, was to transfer each car by road once again, using the Fishbourne 
car ferry and offloading at Sandown.  Each two-car set would then be run by rail to Ryde St. John’s 
Road depot.  The answer as to how this would be achieved was revealed when batteries were placed 
in the passenger saloon of each car and unit 484.001 was run under its own battery power at Long 
Marston. 



 

 

 
 

 

Above:  The ‘not so old’ on the left and the ‘old’ 
on the right in the depot at Ryde St. John’s Road. 

Photo:  Kieren Hetherington 

Left:  After the withdrawal of unit 008, the service 
was left in the hands of 006, seen  between 
Esplanade and St. John’s Road heading south.   

Below:  Even 006 failed occasionally and on one 
of the days with no service at all, five out of the 
six units are seen at St. John’s Road, the sixth 
unit being in the siding north of the station. 

Both photos:  John Mitchell 

 



 

 

Wightlink’s car ferries have regularly been used for transporting rail vehicles across the Solent in recent 
years, in particular to the Isle of Wight Steam Railway.  The largest load taken to date was 33.202, which 
was the star attraction at the railway’s diesel gala in 2017.  ‘St. Clare’ had been the ferry used on this 
occasion.  A brand new ferry, ’Victoria of Wight’, entered service on the Fishbourne route in September 
2018.  Her vehicle decks are slightly higher than those of ‘St. Clare’ but the decision was made to once 
again use ‘St. Clare’ as ‘Victoria of Wight’ has a central casing built into the car deck, which is where 
stair access to the upper decks is made.  ‘St. Clare’s’ stairs are at the sides of the lower vehicle deck 
which give a straight run through the ship for particularly large loads, and means that the weight is 
distributed evenly on the ferry. 

‘St. Clare’ operates the even hour sailings from Portsmouth, so bookings were made for the 14.00 and 
16.00 sailings on Thursday 19 November 2020.  One car was to be conveyed on each sailing.  Your 
writer understands that departure by Reid Freight was made around midnight from Long Marston.  By 
daybreak, both cars (231 and 131) were seen parked up at the M40 Cherwell Valley Services.  Car 231 
was to make it to Portsmouth first, arriving into Wightlink’s terminal in good time for its 14.00 departure. 

Due to lockdown, traffic levels on the Fishbourne route have recently been lower than usual, all other 
waiting traffic being loaded first. An adjustment to the height of the lorry was made and then literally 
within five minutes of the booked departure, the lorry eased slowly along the linkspan and then cautiously 
onto the car deck of ‘St. Clare’, stopping towards the aft end of the vessel.  Car 231 was well secured 
onto the lorry with chains and shackles.  

It was an uneventful crossing of the Solent on a particularly sunny afternoon.  Disembarking at 
Fishbourne revealed a lot of people had come out to see the new arrival.  At approximately 14.50, car 
231 was driven off ‘St. Clare’ and then slowly along the linkspan to head up into the terminal, where it 
was halted basking in the warm late Autumn afternoon sun.  A press gathering had formed and local 
BBC presenter Paul Clifton recorded an interview as did a manager from South Western Railway.  This 
all went on for some time and by the time departure was made for Sandown, with an escort vehicle in 
tow, the following sailing from Portsmouth formed of ‘Victoria of Wight’ was approaching the linkspan. 

The route taken to Sandown was by way of Wootton Bridge, Lushington Hill and then the main Fairlee 
Road into Newport where the Coppins Bridge roundabout was negotiated.  The previous deliveries of 
1938 Tube Stock and locomotives to the Steam Railway have, in the past, all turned left at the top of 
Wootton High Street and then gone past the entrance of Wootton Station, and onto Briddlesford Road.  
It is many years since a train has been through Newport, the last occasion being Terrier No.8 
‘Freshwater’, which was displayed at the Yarmouth Ferry Terminal to celebrate an anniversary of the 
Lymington – Yarmouth route.  Prior to that, it was Class 02 No.24 ‘Calbourne’ which transferred all the 
rolling stock from Newport station to the Steam Railway at Havenstreet in 1971. 

Beyond Newport the main A3020 road was followed which parallels the former Newport – Sandown line 
through Shide and Blackwater.  Further along beyond Arreton, the former line is crossed at Horringford, 
a pedestrian crossing marking the location along with the former station building.  Past Apse Heath and 
then into Lake turning left into the Fairway a little before Island Line crosses the A3054.  At the junction 
of Perowne Way, which leads to the rear of Sandown station, the lorry went ahead towards Sandown 
Bay Academy so that car 231 could be reversed into the station yard.  This was a tricky manoeuvre and 
involved remote control of the rear wheels of the lorry to navigate the tight turn.  The load was eased 
along the road and then up the slope into the station yard.  Unsurprisingly, a considerable build-up of 
traffic resulted. 

 

Meanwhile, car 131 was heading across the ‘high seas’ 
aboard ‘St. Clare’.  Dusk had settled by the time 
Fishbourne was reached and in contrast there were very 
few people around to witness the arrival of the second car 
(Left).   

Photo:  John Mitchell 

The Reid Transport lorry again stopped in Fishbourne 
terminal to await the return of the escort vehicle which had 
accompanied car 231.  It was on the move shortly after 
18.00 on the same route taken earlier but this time in the 
dark.  

By the time car 131 had reached  Sandown  yard, 231  had  



 

 

been unloaded into the sidings.  This was accomplished by lowering the rear of the lorry to track level 
and then winching the car off.  Very much a repeat of how the Standard Stock had been offloaded at 
Ryde all those years ago.   

231 had been positioned on the lorry facing forward to the lorry cab so once offloaded it faced south 
toward Shanklin.  131 faced outward on the lorry so that it faced towards Ryde once offloaded.  This 
was a remarkably quick operation and both cars were offloaded around 19.30,  Coupling up was to await 
daylight the following morning. 

A great deal of work has recently taken place in Sandown yard, much of the track being renewed as it 
will see a great deal of use over the next few months as the Island Line is modernised. 

Movement to Ryde was to await the end of traffic on Friday 20 November under an engineering 
possession.  The last Up service departs from Shanklin at 22.38 and returns from Ryde Pier Head at 
23.15, running to St. John’s Road.  483.008 formed this service and once it had been stabled, traction 
current was discharged.  In the yard at Sandown, preparations were being made for 484.001 to head 
for Ryde.  Points were secured from the yard sidings onto the main line and around midnight, the internal 
lights were switched on.  At approximately 00.20 the set eased forward a few yards, its first movement 
on Island rails under its own power.  After a brief pause, 484.001 left the yard and started to travel north 
on the ‘main line’.  Speed was low at around 5 mph due to the constraints of the batteries.  The crew 
was a Vivarail driver, with a Ryde-based driver conducting. 

It took 30 minutes to reach Brading.  Its approach to the station was marked by use of the whistle for 
the foot crossing immediately south of the station.  A pause was made just before the platform and the 
train was effectively walked through the station, the escorting staff checking for clearances.  A stop was 
made before heading off for Ryde at around 00.50.  With three over bridges to clear, these again were 
carefully checked by rail staff for clearances.  St. John’s Road was safely reached around 02.00.  After 
arriving in the Up platform, 484 001 reversed into the Down siding to again reverse and head into the 
depot where it was stabled in No.2 road. 

  

Above:  (Left) Working under battery power on its maiden voyage from Sandown to Ryde St. John’s 
Road, 484.001 pauses at Brading. 

Photo:  John Mitchell 

Above:  (Right) 484.001 standing in the depot yard at Ryde St. John’s Road. 
Photo:  Clifford Reed 

No further activity took place with the new arrival until Monday 23 November, when 483.007 was hauled 
out of the inspection depot road by the depot shunting unit 483.009 (Opposite).  This allowed 484.001 
to itself head onto the raised inspection road to ensure that it fitted – it did!!  Returning to No.2 road, 
007 was to then return to the inspection road, further checks being needed before it planned return to 
service, albeit briefly, after a lengthy overhaul.  Testing of the D Stock commenced on overnight 
possessions starting on 30 November.   In the early hours of 1 December, the ‘new’ set emerged from 
the depot, making contact with the third rail for the first time.   

Photo:  James Pilbeam 



 

 

 

 

Above:  Looking resplendent, 484.001 is in the Up platform at Ryde St. John’s Road after first trip to 
Shanklin on the 3rd rail on 4 December 2020.  

Photo:  James Pilbeam 



 

 

Further tests took place within the confines of the depot on the next couple of evenings.  484.001 was 
to finally venture onto the ‘main line’ early on 4 December and made a gauging run to Shanklin and 
back.  This, the writer believes, was made under battery power, the 484 not taking a liking to the Island’s 
present 630 dc voltage.  It is due to be upgraded to 750 volts dc. 

 

Meanwhile, events with operating the remaining Class 
483 fleet had made a turn for the worst when an axle 
failure was discovered on 483.006 during inspection on 
25 November, resulting in a one-train service operating 
from that date.   

Left:  Unit 483.006 stabled in the siding beyond St. 
John’s Road station. 

Photo:  John Mitchell 

This left 008 providing the service alone.  Matters came 
to a head on 4 December when 008 also failed a routine 
inspection that morning with numerous wheel flats.  The 
train service had been suspended that morning – it had 
been anticipated that resumption would take place early 
afternoon.  That was not to be and an hourly bus service 
was quickly arranged to replace trains.  This was initially 
advertised to operate up to 13 December. 

Unit 007 was still being tested for a return to traffic after 
its lengthy overhaul.  After testing it made two return 
trips to the Pier Head and Shanklin at dusk on 
Wednesday 9 December.  It was hoped it would return 
to service the following morning, giving it potentially 24 
days in service before the final day on 3 January.  There 
could be a chance that  006  might  be  repaired  so  that 

two operational units could be used on the final weekend.  Unit 008 would not operate again and was 
thus declared withdrawn. 

Below:  The return to service of unit 007 after its three-year overhaul, leaving Shanklin in pristine 
condition.   

Photo:  Paul Bradley 

 



 

 

 

Left:  The final evening in service for unit 483.008 
and time for reflection, at Shanklin. 

Photo:  Andy Norsworthy 

With the 483’s out of service, the opportunity was 
taken for a daylight test with 484.001, and again it 
ran to Shanklin and back on Monday 7 December, 
but this time using the third rail for power.  Speed 
was again kept at 5 mph.   

Below:  The first daylight visit to Shanklin on 4 
December 2020. 

Photo:  James Pilbeam 

 

Clearance of Ryde tunnel, the Esplanade station 
and Pier still remained to  be  done  at  the  time  of  

writing (mid-December 2020), but the unit appears to have been cleared for 45 mph operation with the 
batteries now removed. 

  

Above:  With unit 483.007 back in traffic on 11 December after its lengthy overhaul, these views depict 
it in service at Brading (Left) and St. John’s Road (Right) on the first day.  It will be noted that 007 is not 
carrying the WiFi pods recently fitted to the other units. 

Photos:  Paul Bradley (Left) and John Mitchell (Right) 

We now backtrack a little to tell the story of unit 483.007, which had been out of service for some three 
years undergoing an overhaul.  It will be recalled that the two cars of this unit (ex-LU 10291 and 11291) 
were part of the “Starlight Express” train on the Bakerloo Line and ended its LU career on the Northern 
Line, being finally withdrawn on 19 May 1988.  The four-car unit is, of course, still operational on the 
Underground as part of the LT Museum’s heritage collection.  Unit 007 was the first to be painted back 
to LT livery in May 2000 but because of issues at the time with serious flooding that had taken place, 
return to service then was protracted, too.  However, it entered service in LT style on 24 January 2003 



 

 

and had been fitted with LT-style no-smoking labels.  This was the first unit to be repainted in LT red 
and in time all others were treated the same, although 122-225 was also repainted in LT red but never 
carried passengers again.  It continued to languish in the depot yard at St. John’s Road, being a source 
of spare parts for other units.   

Much of the delay with 007 was due to the difficulty in obtaining refurbished and replacement equipment.  
But on 23 November 2020 unit 007 ventured out of the depot and progress was such that a return to 
service was imminent.  The fact that unit 008 was withdrawn at short notice could have assisted in 007’s 
return to service, donating some of its equipment.   

Following test runs, 483.007 finally re-entered service on Friday 11 December, being the only available 
unit, but this was short-lived.  As with any long-term-stopped unit, faults often show up after what is 
thought to have been successful test trips and it was taken out of service the following day.   

 

Left:  On Tuesday 15 December, it was noted 
that 483.007 has been named “Jess Harper”, 
after the Ryde Depot Manager who had 
recently retired and, with his team, had kept 
these now 80-year-old trains going – a nice 
touch indeed.   

Photo:  LURS Collection 

Below:  The official naming took place on 16 
December 2020 and Jess is seen standing by 
the nameplate.  It should be noted that the 
side white grabrails are an Island Line fitting. 

Photo:  Ian Butchers 

 

As all with the best laid plans, the original plan had been to reduce the Island Line timetable down to 
one train an hour from 12 December through to Christmas Eve.  This was to allow a second path to be 



 

 

available for 484 testing which could provide the opportunity to see Class 483 and Class 484 units 
passing at either Sandown or St. John’s Road.   

Unit 006 meanwhile entered the depot for attention, giving some hope that it, too, might return to service 
before final withdrawal on 3 January.  This will conclude perhaps the longest continuous period of day 
to day operation of any type of train in the UK, excluding perhaps the Hythe Pier railway across the 
Solent in Southampton Water. 

THE FINAL DAYS 

Rail services were unable to return until Saturday 19 December, with unit 006 in service but 007 came 
back into service on Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24 December.  Of course there was no service on 
Christmas and Boxing Day but there were still problems in running a service, variously because of 
traction current supply problems at St. John’s Road substation (Rowborough had already been out of 
use for some months), then because of track flooding at Ryde between Esplanade and St. John’s Road, 
while iced-up current rails prevented a service from running until the afternoon of Tuesday 28 December 
– using unit 006.    

To say that things were hanging on a thread was an understatement and the hoped for send-off was 
not only marred by stock defects but by the Isle of Wight being moved into Tier 4 restrictions caused by 
Covid-19, as was much of the rest of the UK.   

In the event, unit 006 soldiered on and actually made it into 2021, being in service on both 1 and 2 
January.  With the line to close completely for upgrading at the close of traffic on Sunday 3 January, unit 
007 started the service on that day but was changed over at St. John’s Road on the 11.49 trip from the 
Pier Head, with 006 providing the service for the rest of the day.  Both trains carried special headboards 
at both ends, commemorating the event.   

There were quite a few enthusiasts in evidence during the daytime busy period, but by late afternoon 
there was no more than a handful, which was witnessed through to the end of service.  It is believed 
that there was little atmosphere on the last trip – no prolonged whistles and no detonators. The only 
‘decent’ whistle was at St. John’s at the very end.   

The line is to remain closed, currently advertised to be through to the end of March, after which the ex-
LU D Stock 484’s will take up service. 

We are told that unit 007 will go to the Isle of Wight Steam Railway at Havenstreet and units 006 and 
008 are likely to return to the mainland with the London Transport Traction Group (LTTG) on the Epping 
– Ongar Railway.  Details of the other units’ fate was unknown as this issue closed for press.   

  

Above:  (Left) The interior of 007 was also refurbished and received replacement seating moquette in 
common with the other units, which is the type first used on refurbished A Stock units on the 
Underground.  This unit was the only one to carry LT ‘bullseye’ no-smoking labels which were applied 
back in 2003 when it was the first painted back in LT livery. 

Above:  (Right) Unit 483.007 is seen arriving at Ryde Esplanade in pristine condition.  Note the former 
platform on the left, last used by Pier shuttle trains many years ago and with the platform surface 
overtaken by vegetation. 

Both photos:  Paul Bardill 



 

 

 

And so, after well over 
80 years of combined 
passenger service on 
the London Under-
ground and on the Isle of 
Wight, the 1938 Tube 
Stock has finally come to 
an end.  The poster 
(Left) says it all and the 
next chapter of Isle of 
Wight rolling stock will 
still be ex-London 
Underground, but of 
sub-surface instead of 
tube   stock,  just   like   it  

was around a century ago when the Isle of Wight made use of second-hand ex-Metropolitan coaching 
stock. 

Photo:  Paul Bradley 

With the 1938 Tube Stock covering some 82½ years of passenger service, we make no apology in 
giving them a good pictorial send off.  However, the two units in service on the last day have a little less 
in service, summarised thus: 
 
LT Numbers 

 
Delivered 

 
In Service 

IoW 
Unit 

 
IoW Numbers 

 
Withdrawn 

10297 – 11297 01.07.40 21.02.42 483.006 126 – 226 03.01.21 
10291 – 11291 17.06.40 18.10.40 483.007 127 – 227 03.01.21 

 

Unit 006 at Brading, heading south to Shanklin.  The 
second and reinstated track will be to the right and 
at the time of the railway’s closure, materials for the 
work had been off-loaded at Sandown and Brading. 

 

Unit 007 passing Monkton Mead Brook between St. 
John’s Road and Esplanade, the area being 
susceptible to flooding especially as the track has 
recently been lowered for the replacement trains.   

Both photos:  John Mitchell 



 

 

 

Sunday 3 January 2921 and 007 enters the tunnel south of Esplanade (Above) at 11.54.  Minutes later, 
007’s service is over (Below), with passengers being changed over to 006 on the right.  

Photos:  Paul Bradley (Above), John Mitchell (Below) 

 



 

 

  

Above:  (Left) Unit 006 doing the honours on 2 January 2020, taken from the footpath off Broadway in 
Sandown between Gordon Close & Foxe Close.  

Above:  (Right) The very last train of 1938 Tube Stock awaits departure from Shanklin on Sunday night, 
3 January 2021.   

Below:  The three-line destination displays were put to good use on the last day, on both trains 

Photos:  Paul Bradley (Top Left), all other photos, John Mitchell 

  

 

The very end on 3 January 2021 – the last train of all (006) 
has arrived at Ryde St. John’s Road to detrain its 
passengers (Above) and is seen stabled behind another in 
the depot (Right).  



 

 

IN MODEL FORM 

With the changeover of rolling stock on the Isle of Wight from ‘tube’ stock to ‘subsurface’ stock, we take 
a look at the first generation of tube stock that ran on the Island from 1967 to 1991 – but in model form!  
The photos depict Pre-1938 Tube Stock in their various liveries on the Isle of Wight in the 1980s at Ryde 
St. John’s Road and Sandown: 

• Blue livery with grey doors. 

• Inter City blue and grey with unmodified front cab end. 

• Inter City blue and grey with modified cab end. 

• Network SouthEast livery. 
All photos:  Mike Bunker 

SANDOWN 

  

Above:  Two views of Sandown, looking south towards Shanklin.  Two trains in Inter City blue and grey 
livery are about to pass (Left), while a four-car set pauses in the Down platform (Right).  The former bay 
to Merstham is to the right. 

Below:  Looking in the opposite direction with a grounded body of S19 at bottom left.   

 



 

 

RYDE ST. JOHN’S ROAD 

 

 

Above and Left:  Views of the station, 
depot and yard with trains in grey doors 
and Inter City blue and grey liveries. 

Below:  The scrapping of a driving motor 
car in blue and grey livery – one of the last 
with a centre door pillar (Left) and the 
grounded body of a control trailer car in 
grey doors livery in the yard, which in 
reality was S30. 

  



 

 

 

Above:  A four-car set departing for Shanklin. 

Below:  Also departing for Shanklin, a two-car set with control trailer, both in NSE livery. 

 



 

 

THE CHANGING COLOURS AND FACES OF TUBE TRAINS ON THE ISLE OF WIGHT 

Now that the Island Line is moving to use subsurface stock, still of London Underground origin, we take 
a look at how the appearance of Tube Stock trains have changed over the last 53 years, from their 
beginning in 1967 to their end in early-2021. 

PRE-1938 TUBE STOCK 

ALL-BLUE LIVERY FROM 1967 

 

The first livery carried by the Pre-1938 Tube Stock 
was all blue, save for the yellow ends on driving 
motor cars and the six control trailers in the three-
car sets.  Seen ascending from the tunnel and 
approaching Ryde Esplanade is 1931 DM S8S, 
formerly LT 3074. 

 

Out of the original Isle of Wight fleet, just two of the 
motor cars were of 1927 Met-Carriage vintage, 
both of which had an early demise, one because of 
a collision, the other because of fire damage.  This 
was in the early years when Ryde Pier Head signal 
box was still operational.   

‘GREY DOORS LIVERY FROM 1976 

 

By the time the grey doors livery was introduced, 
the two tracks on the Pier had been segregated, the 
left (Up line) for through trains, the Down line on the 
right for a Pier Head – Esplanade shuttle.   

 

A 1925 MCCW ex-control trailer at Brading, in use 
as a trailer, thus having no yellow cab end.  Note 
that cab doors and guards’ doors have not been 
painted grey. 

INTER-CITY BLUE AND GREY FROM 1982 

 

The next change to the livery was quite substantial and 
embraced the ‘Inter City’ livery being applied to main line 
suburban stock, hitherto this being reserved for true Inter 
City main line stock.  This was the period of time that the 
stock was being rationalised and trains were reformed into 
five-car sets, instead of three- and four-cars.  There were 
also two two-car sets, but these were short-lived as 
passenger traffic no longer warranted seven-car trains at 
busy periods.  This Shanklin-bound rain of five cars is 
arriving at Brading, which still had an operational signal 
box.  



 

 

RESTYLED FRONT ENDS FROM 1985 

 

A long-standing problem for train drivers is that of 
draughty cabs and a programme was begun in 
1985 to seal the cab ends by removing the door 
and plating them over, now that trains would be a 
maximum of five cars.  The first conversion is seen 
at Pier Head.  A total of 11 cars were so treated. 

 

During the stock rationalisation process, two 
temporary two-car sets were formed but were not 
expected to survive the programme once 
completed.  The ends were also sealed but the 
front cab door was left in situ behind the panel.  
This is one of the last 1928 UCC (Feltham) DMs. 

NETWORK SOUTHEAST FROM 1987 

 

The Network SouthEast livery sat well on the Pre-
1938 Tube Stock and lacked the diagonal upsweep 
that their main line counterparts had.  The 
opportunity was taken to have a black section 
across the front cab, masking the windows and 
incorporating the IoW logo, NSE ‘flash’ and ‘Ryde 
Rail’ name. 

 

The oldest cars of Standard Stock on the Isle of 
Wight were the 1923 trailers built by Cammell 
Laird, an example being seen at Ryde St. John’s 
Road.  The earliest examples of these cars had 
end chains, whereas they were soon superseded 
by grab rails as seen on the adjacent car to the left.  
This car, 93, retained chains right to the end.   

1938 TUBE STOCK 

NETWORK SOUTHEAST FROM 1989 

  



 

 

 

Left and Previous Page (Lower)  The first unit of 1938 
Tube Stock went into service on the island on 13 July 
1989, having been fully upgraded at Eastleigh, 
especially in the light of the implications of the King’s 
Cross fire in 1987.  The livery was again Network 
SouthEast but gained the diagonal upsweep on cab 
ends.  Unit 001 initially differed from the rest, in having 
the yellow warning panel curving slightly around the 
corners.  The yellow on the other units stopped in line 
with the black cab window surrounds.  It will be noted 
that when first delivered to the island, they did not have 
grabrails either side of the cab doors – these came later 
with the ‘Dinosaur’ livery.  Four-car trains were the norm 
at busy times but two cars sufficed at others.  By this 
time, a total of 9 units (18 cars) was sufficient – a far cry 
from the 43 cars provided in 1967. 

DINOSAUR LIVERY FROM 2000  BACK TO LT RED LIVERY FROM 2003 

 

Above:  All except one of the remaining operational 
units were repainted into “Dinosaur” livery, 
reflecting the historical significance of the Isle of 
Wight.  By this time, grab rails had been added to 
each of the side cab doors.   

 

Above:  Unit 007 was repainted back into LT red, 
which included cream window pillars.  It was also 
given LT-style no-smoking labels, which it carried 
right to the end.  It is seen approaching Ryde 
Esplanade. 

Below:  A close up of part of car 227 (ex-LT 11291 
and previously part of LT’s Starlight Express seven-
car train) in unit 007, with the LT no-smoking signs 
visible adjacent to the sliding doors.  It also had 
London Transport transfers but only until its next 
repaint in 2009.   

Below:  By the end of 2008, all surviving units 
were repainted into LT red livery but did not gain 
LT no-smoking labels, nor LT side transfers.  One 
unit (122-225) was also painted in LT red but was 
withdrawn before re-entering service, never again 
carrying passengers. 

  

All photos:  Brian Hardy or LURS Collection 


